State Antidegradation Rule - 10 CSR 20-7.031(2)

(2) Antdegradation. The antidegradation
policy shall provide three (3) levels of protec-
o,

{A) Tier Ome. Public health, existing im-
stream water uses and a level of warter quali-
Iy mecessary to protect existing nses shall be
maintained and protecied.

(E) Tier Two. For all warers of the stare, if
existing water qualicy is beter than applicable
water quality criteria established in these
rules, that existing qoality shall be folly
maintained and protected. Water quality may
be lowered omly if the state finds, afier full
satisfaction of the intergovernmental coordi-
narion and poblic participation requirements,
that the lowered water quality is necessary o
allow important economic and social devel-
opment in the peographical area in which the
waters are located. In allowing the lowering
of water quality, the state shall assure that
there shall be achieved the highest stamtory
and regulatory fequirements for all aew and
existing point sources and all cost-effective
and reasomable best management praciices for
nonpoine source control before allowing amy
lowering of water qualitv. This provision
allrws a proposed new of modified point or
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nonpoint source of pollntion o resuli in im-
ited lowering of water qualicy provided that—

1. The source does not violate any of the
general criteria set forth in section (3) of this
mle, or any of the criteria for protection of
beneficial uses set forth in section (4) of this
rule;

1. The sounrce meets all applicable tech-
nological effluent Limitaticns and minimem
srandards of design for point so0Lces of Mif-
immm polintion control practices for nompodnt
sources; and

3. The lowering of water quality, in the
judsment of the department, is necessary for
the accommmodation of imporant ecomomic
and social development in the geographical
vicinity of the discharge. In making a prelim-
inary determination based on socicecomomic
development considerations, the department
may consider the potential for regional
increases in oility rates, taxation levels or
recoverable costs associated with the prodoc-
ticn of goods or services that may result from
the imposition of a scict no-degradation pol-
icy. Considerarion may also be given o the
possible inditect effects of a policy on per
capita income and the level of employment in
the geographical vicindiry of the proposed pol-
lution source. Any preliminary decision by
the depariment o allow a limited lowering of
warer quality will be stared as such in a pub-
lic notice issped pursuant o 10 CS5E 20
6.010. Pursuani o chat provision, a public
hearing will be held in rthe pgeographical
vicinity of the proposed pollation source, if
the depariment determines there is significant
public interest in and need fof a hearing.

() Tier Three. There shall be no lowered
water quality in ouisianding natonal resource
Walefs Of OUISANding state Tes0UIce Wales,
as designared in Tables D and E.

(I¥y The three (3) levels of protection pro-
vided Dy the antdegradation policy in sub-
sections (A) tirough (C) of this section shall
be implemented according to procedures
developed by the department. The antidegra-
dation implementation procedurs shall go
through stakeholder development and the
finalized procedurs shall be referemced by
this mmle befors it becomes effective.



